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2.14	 As the leaders of the three AUKUS countries have made clear, Australia, 
the UK and the US are committed to strengthening the global nuclear  
non-proliferation regime through this AUKUS initiative. Australia does 
not have and will not seek to acquire nuclear weapons. This trilateral 
approach will embed safeguards, best practices and set the strongest 
precedent for acquiring a naval nuclear propulsion capability. 

2.15	 In consultation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
AUKUS partners are pursuing a non-proliferation approach for this 
initiative that will enable the IAEA to meet its technical objectives of 
verifying no diversion of nuclear material, no misuse of nuclear facilities 
and no undeclared nuclear material or activity by Australia. In doing so, 
AUKUS partners intend for their approach to prevent any other  
non-nuclear-weapon state from using naval nuclear propulsion as a cover 
to develop or acquire nuclear weapons. 
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11.	 Radioactive Waste Management 

11.1	 As a responsible nuclear steward, Australia will manage all radioactive 
waste generated by its own Virginia class and SSN-AUKUS submarines, 
including radioactive waste generated through operations, maintenance 
and decommissioning. All waste, including spent fuel, will be managed 
safely, informed by international best practice, and in accordance with 
Australia’s international and domestic legal obligations and commitments. 
Australia will continue to leverage decades of experience in safely and 
securely managing radioactive waste, and will be supported by the United 
Kingdom and United States, whose expertise and advice will support 
Australia in building this capability. 

Storing and disposing of operational waste 
11.2	 Australia’s nuclear-powered submarines will generate a small amount 

of low-level radioactive waste, such as personal protective equipment, 
as part of routine maintenance and operations. There could also be a 
small amount of intermediate-level radioactive waste generated during 
these activities. Australia will manage all operational waste from its own 
submarines, once they have been acquired in the 2030s. Developing 
Australia’s workforce and know-how to manage radioactive waste from 
nuclear-powered submarines is an important part of building Australia’s 
stewardship credentials. The rotational presence of UK and US SSNs 
in Western Australia as part of SRF-West will provide an opportunity to 
learn how these vessels and their nuclear reactors operate, including the 
management of low-level radioactive waste through routine maintenance. 
All low- and intermediate-level radioactive waste will be safely stored at 
Defence sites in Australia. 
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12.5	 SSN-AUKUS will be a complex and sophisticated system, and its success 
will rely heavily on the quality of its workforce – from engineers and 
welders to regulators and submariners. AUKUS partners are committed 
to expanding the base of skilled submarine and shipbuilding workers in all 
three nations. 

12.6	 AUKUS partners recognise the importance of all three nations developing, 
maintaining and retaining their respective industrial and workforce bases. 
The partners are committed to working together to strengthen delivery of 
their respective nuclear-powered submarine programs.

The Osborne Naval Shipyard is a multi-user 
facility at Osborne on the Lefevre Peninsula 
in South Australia.
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Opportunities for SA 
local businesses

Uplift in skills 
across SA industry

The home of Australia’s 
next-generation 
submarine build

Work at Osborne 
begins this year

Almost double the 
workforce than the 

Attack class program

At least $2 billion in SA 
infrastructure over the 

Forward Estimates

Opportunities 
for WA local 
businesses

Uplift in skills 
across WA industry

At least $1 billion in WA 
infrastructure over the 

Forward Estimates

Around 3,500 
industry jobs over 

the decade

Home to the 
Submarine Rotational 

Force-West

More SSN port 
visits to begin later 

this year

JOBS ACROSS AUSTRALIA

~20,000
AROUND  

OF GDP 0.15%

$6 billion 
INVESTED IN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY AND  

WORKFORCE OVER THE FORWARD ESTIMATES
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